
July 2024                                                                                      Chapter 096 - Greater ABQ   


~~~~ RETIREWIRE ~~~~ 

       🌞Happy Summer 2024🌞  
Please join us for our RPEA Chapter 096 General 

Meeting on Friday,

July 19, 2024 @ 10 AM (MST) via Zoom 


                 🎂 !Happy Summer Birthdays!🎂 


In Memoriam

~ Jeanne Cotter~


~Louis Silva~

Your participation is always welcome and encouraged. If you would like to contribute to the RETIREWIRE 
newsletter please contact your newsletter editor, Evelyn McGarry, at mcgarrye2004@yahoo.com


Your RPEA Chapter 096 Board Members: 

Lucy Lopez: President, Richard Dick: Vice-President & Treasurer , Evelyn McGarry: 

Secretary & Newsletter Editor, Linda Clark: Sunshine Chairperson 


Would YOU like to attend the RPEA General Assembly in September 2024 as OUR chapter 
delegate? Contact Lucy at lucy.contrerasnm@gmail.com or Evelyn at mcgarrye2004@yahoo.com 



Retired Public Employees’ Association (RPEA)Chapter 096 Zoom General Meeting Minutes 1.12.24 

Present: Lucy Lopez (ABQ), Evelyn McGarry (Edgewood), Ivars Henins (Santa Fe)

Zoom Meeting Commenced at 10:00 am MST

• Pledge of Allegiance

• discussion of next meeting in-person or Zoom; Ivars prefers Zoom as illnesses still going around

• Richard Dick could not attend meeting as out of town

• Lucy may consider using her first name only on any correspondence as she has concerns about 

privacy/phishing issues; Ivars stated okay to use his first & last name

• advised RPEA-Sac rep Cathy Jeppson does not require sending our chapter bank account statements 

to her

• Ivars stated he is receiving the chapter newsletter and the meeting reminder Robo calls

• Ivars stated he wanted to attend this Zoom meeting to see who else is attending

• Evelyn stated if anyone knows another chapter member having Zoom issues to advise them to contact 

her

• current bank account balance is $5391.02

• our next RPEA Chapter 096 general meeting will be April 12, 2024 @ 10 am MST via the Zoom 

platform 

Meeting Adjourned at 10:20 am MST

Respectfully submitted by Evelyn McGarry 


Retired Public Employees’ Association (RPEA)Chapter 096 Zoom General Meeting Minutes 4.12.24 

Present: Lucy Lopez (ABQ), Evelyn McGarry (Edgewood), Richard Dick (ABQ)

Zoom Meeting Commenced at 10:05 am MST

• Pledge of Allegiance

• Lucy swore in Richard Dick as chapter Treasurer

• Evelyn stated newsletter to be emailed & mailed

• Lucy stated our chapter will pay for a chapter member to attend the General Assembly (GA) in 

September 2024; Lucy will attend as our Area Director as paid by RPEA-Sac Board

• Evelyn will announce our chapter welcomes a chapter member to attend the GA in the next chapter 

newsletter 

• Lucy & Richard will coordinate sending via email our April 2024 bank account statement to RPEA-Sac 

due May 1, 2024

• Richard led the discussion about chapter members lack of attendance to our quarterly chapter 

meetings

• Lucy stated there is a decline in chapter meeting attendance throughout RPEA chapters but members 

continue to pay their member dues, chapter closings still occurring, hard to find members willing to fill 
chapter positions and RPEA-Sac rep Rosemary Know has a committee working on chapter member 
attendance issues 


• current bank account balance is $5708.30

•  our next RPEA Chapter 096 general meeting will be July 12, 2024 @ 10 am MST via the Zoom 

platform

Meeting Adjourned at 10:23 am MST

Respectfully submitted by Evelyn McGarry


Next RPEA Chapter 096 Meeting: October 11, 2024 via Zoom @ Noon MST


Our current chapter bank account balance is $6143.40




Lucy’s Corner

Hello fellow members. Summer is here again and we should be grateful.
We say goodbye to Winter & Spring and say hello to the longer days and the colorful
summer blossoms. This time of the year reminds me of the following poem by Mariana Donato.

"Letting the Seasons Enrich Us".  

For most of us, the first half of our lives is spent tilling the soil
of our careers, nourishing family and investing in our dreams.
Before we know it, time engraves its signature onto our skin
and weaves strands of silver into our hair, and we are presented
with the unexpected but inevitable question of what comes next.

The soil of Mother Earth is made fertile only by the debris of
seasons. There would be no life without nature's perpetual act
of letting go and the sacred and inevitable growth that comes
from decay.  As we age, like trees in winter, our energy travels
deep down into our roots---our bones.  Only then can we stand
sovereign, a stable foundation for others.  Only when we are
full of seasons can we offer the sweetest fruit in the form of
shared knowledge, skills and hard-earned wisdom.  Most of all,
we become living examples of the Chinese proverb:  "To know
the road ahead, ask those coming back."

Accepting the aging process can be challenging and sometimes
frightening, but if we lean closer and listen to what the wisdom
years have to offer, our journey can become more joyful. The
stories of our seasons can be a wellspring bubbling to the
surface in conversations, filling empty cups with empathy,
hope and humor.  We sit at a table called humanity.  Let us
create a feast of shared experience. 

Lucy
Your Chapter 096 President
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