RETIRED PUBLIC EMPLOYEES' ASSOCIATION
Surf City—Santa Cruz Chapter 009
May 2026

We are retired California public employees working together to maintain and ‘
improve the quality of the lives of our members by protecting and improving our
retirement and medical benefits.

Surf City - Santa Cruz RPEA Chapter 009
LUNCHEON MEETING

Tuesday - June 2nd
Doors Open at 11AM - Meeting at 11:30

Community Room- Resource Center for NonViolence
612 Ocean St. Santa Cruz (across from the county bldg.)

Our Lunchtime speaker
will be RPEA State Presi-
dent Margaret Brown.

Served Lunch “"RPEA exists for one sim-
Lemon Chicken Breast with Rice Pilaf ple but powerful reason,
Seasonal Veggies & Rolls to stand beside members
: llo Cake for Dessert whep their retirement se-
Limoncello Cake for Desser curity or benefits are at
Coffee and Tea will be served. risk."”
$20 per person. Guests welcome.
(A vegetarian meal may be requested when you reserve)

PRIZES
\\-r)

Make your reservation by May 25th
Call Mary Doherty at 831-423-3610. Or email maryatscruz@aol.com




Issue 5

RPEA CHAPTER 9
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2026-2027
PRESIDENT
Bob Culbertson 724-0860
beulb@sbcglobal.net
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Mary Doherty 331-7965
maryatscruz@aol.com
VICE-PRESIDENT
Mary Doherty 331-7965
maryatscruz@aol.com
RECORDING SECRETARY
Sue Pierce 408-353-2832
sapierce48@gmail.com
TREASURER
Steve Redfield 419-8120
sredfi3717@aol.com

DIRECTORS
Term 2025-2026
Dena Taylor 588-0746
detaylor@cabrillo.edu
Nancy Carr-Gordon 438-0108
gordon741@comcast.net
Margie Riopel 801-8306
rpeasantacruzchapter9@gmail.com
Term 2026-2027
Director vacancies

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

MEMBERSHIP: vacant cONSIDER VOLUNTEERING!
HISTORIAN: vacant CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING!
SUNSHINE: vacant CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING!
HEALTH/INSURANCE: Margie Riopel
LEGISLATION: Nancy Carr-Gordon
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Dena Taylor
PROGRAM: Mary Doherty

OUTREACH: Sue Pierce

AREA III ASST. DIR.: Bob Culbertson

RPEA Chapter 9 website:
www.rpeasantacruz.org
Webmistress: Becky Taylor 421-9284
beckytaylortutor@gmail.com
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Treasurer’s Report - Steve Redfield
Beginning Balance: 4-1-2026 $11,941.09
Ending Balance: 5-1-2026 $12,006.09
BALANCES
General Fund $11,822.42
Investment Opportunities $ 183.67
TOTAL 5-1-2026 $12,006.09

Legislative Report—~Nancy Carr-Gordon

Here are the bills RPEA is following. For more information,
click on the bill number or the lawmaker’s name.

AB 4 (Arambula) Covered California expansion, AB 83
(Pacheco) The California Elder Financial Abuse Prevention
Act, (RPEA CO-SPONSOR) AB 92 (Gallagher) Patient visit-
ation, AB 278 (Ransom) Health care affordability, AB 280
(Aguiar-Curry) Health care coverage: provider directories, AB
508 (Aguiar-Curry) Residential care facilities for the elderly:
direct care ratios, AB 569 (Stefani) California Public Employ-
ees’ Pension Reform Act of 2013: exceptions: supplemental
defined benefit plans, AB 909 (Schiavo) Financial abuse of an
elder or dependent adult: fraudulent transactions: liability, AB
1054 (Gipson) Public employees’ retirement: deferred retire-
ment option program, AB 1105 (Quirk-Silva) Conserva-
torships, AB 1131 (Ta) General plan: annual report: congre-
gate care for the elderly. AB 1359 (Ahrens) Jury service ex-
emptions, AB 1383 (McKinnor) Public employees’ retirement
benefits, AB 1567 (Ta) General plan: annual report: congre-
gate care for the elderly. SB 242 (Blakespear) Medicare sup-
plement coverage: open enrollment periods, SB 433 (Wahab)
Residential care facilities for the elderly: assisted living waiv-
er rental rate protection, SB 434 (Wahab) Residential care fa-
cilities for the elderly: housing protections. SB 435 (Wahab)
California Consumer Privacy Act of 2018: sensitive personal
information.

Chapter 009 has 497 members!
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https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=vS%2fHsy8nIdbDlUOs4AG0n%2fDUC5VR3fFcaGuJBWum%2f6UBRIOYj32gp%2f83%2fiW9p9gV
https://a31.asmdc.org/
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https://a64.asmdc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=EnnrR2PFaQ0w9sLSBwHfLVwwYH0hk87%2bgxkq%2fGFKJYJuWnOwackR379RszGEhkxD
http://ad03.asmrc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=Kxdf2ASAXykvhHO5Z7hHmVDpmfraD8%2beJ%2fVY7w38xcvardyB9qiFXk4B%2bPGvERmc
https://a13.asmdc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=tw77RfdH9ZYIQ4kxj%2bh%2bZ6aUJET7DFYTUQCOnxlqllItCXlo98zkZTYeUGrhaCkF
https://a04.asmdc.org/
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https://a04.asmdc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=oYV8Vy0Dy%2bJzLOCCgeH%2bLzJZQDZU%2bUz7Nksa5vg9CWK4kB2gblXSVaeUcwrtSp2p
https://a19.asmdc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=z5Kdpc%2fw%2fYiOr%2fwkQLz%2bTpXGJ1VU77pn7a1llXGOokEeq94YeeiuRzK8EXBKeqoV
https://a40.asmdc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=M39JBCBr8ogddnDEy8JyJxIPAOT8gs5zPojCRT8rhPHEXr0r9mL2mPWRfHLKk%2bD8
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=M39JBCBr8ogddnDEy8JyJxIPAOT8gs5zPojCRT8rhPHEXr0r9mL2mPWRfHLKk%2bD8
https://a65.asmdc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=43YBHV5BQTHu5qSwvbzJbSfv4%2fhG7yuGsPqzTUMYLvm9QZMscWUoD8Y0gOxK0ZLZ
https://a67.asmdc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=TkOujXqqd1p2jlpGI3hUV%2bPlPrB1eEKJ57qge3FkMEZZHLkTrNYqCaDJ%2fuLzJhs%2f
https://ad70.asmrc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=Ln09ZtyBOJIjOAe7IGQGE9jLPt9hU4H%2b7Ykanvym1H4fTnBxdFqX6HR3v%2fxD0G8D
https://a26.asmdc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=jcghA0uA81kVRydrWEyo0gndVMUiGhAAbSW9aptWjisAE8I3Jc11KiQuFikeL7Zv
https://a61.asmdc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=Y0N7Bhhnb7CSZf2jx9iUYl1hSwoNn8Q%2foyai7NensdBKALGaTr2NtE3R%2fWPt%2bEiz
https://ad70.asmrc.org/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=%2bhnX9dJtSU%2fev%2bK62%2fugzcfZLO7FbcXsQXXsRKlpsITh7Ppm%2fwNjgmtGj4UJjYuk
https://sd38.senate.ca.gov/
https://sd38.senate.ca.gov/
http://sd10.senate.ca.gov/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=ukChaZOJLM%2fpHfDRjIf3lQoDqfIchPXqH1gDCjZrE57iI57duy5PTt5YsW3WJDQe
http://sd10.senate.ca.gov/
https://ctweb.capitoltrack.com/public/publishbillinfo.aspx?bi=9E%2bcidqOEu40droKG7GB2%2b6bM86tkmhC4yPRA8dI3pnJCbuZOQHPUEfxWfBuXOHM
http://sd10.senate.ca.gov/
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Election Season Notes

How the Primary Works

In California, all candidates for statewide and legislative offices appear on the same ballot regardless of their
party. You can vote for any candidate you choose. The top two vote-getters in June will move on to the No-
vember General Election. This year in the primary for governor there are many candidates. (Note: many
candidates on the printed ballot have dropped out after the ballot was printed and more will likely drop out
the coming days.) The top 2 vote getters may be from the same party (e.g. 2 Republicans) or 1 candidate
from 2 different parties advancing to the General Election. Your vote matters!

A note about returning your ballot by mail

To be counted, a mailed ballot must be postmarked on or before Election Day (June 2, 2026) and received by
June 9, 2026. If you do mail your ballot, it is recommended that you mail it by May 27 or you can obtain a
manual postmark from a postal employee inside your local United States Post Office. In some locations,
mail may not be postmarked by the United States Postal Service until the following day, and some
postal locations do not transport mail on the date it is postmarked. Hopefully by May 27", we will have
a clear idea of who the frontrunner is and can maximize our vote. For those of you who come to lunch on
June 2™, there is a ballot drop box in the parking lot of the County Building. You don’t even have to get out
of your car.

The Artemis II crew
captured this view of
Earth setting on April 6,
2026, as they flew
around the Moon. As the
astronauts flew over the
Moon's far side, the crew
photographed and de-
scribed terrain features
including impact craters,
ancient lava flows, and
surface cracks and
ridges formed as the
Moon slowly evolved over
time. They also noted
differences in color, brightness and texture, which provide clues that help sci-
entists understand the composition and history of the lunar surface.



https://www.nasa.gov/blogs/missions/2026/04/06/artemis-ii-flight-day-6-crew-wraps-historic-lunar-flyby/
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Think you know how to recycle? A tour of Santa Cruz’s sorting facility reveals other-
wise. Excepts from article by William S. Woodhams in Lookout 8/12/2025

A look inside the City of Santa Cruz’s recycling center reveals uncomfortable truths about America's plastic
waste crisis, where nearly a third of recycled items ultimately end up headed to the landfill. On a recent Fri-
day morning, about a dozen people gathered for a tour of the Santa Cruz Resource Recovery Facility. Along
the perimeter of the recycling plant on Dimeo Lane near Wilder Ranch State Park, old surfboards lined the
fence, picked out of a throwaway pile by staffers despite the facility’s strict no-scavenging policy.

A huge pile of torn cardboard, peanut butter jars and plastic bottles sat under a canvas tent, waiting to be
fed into a two-story machine that sorts the material with the help of human hands into glass, paper, metal,
and other plastics. The massive pile represented just three days’ worth of the city’s recycling. As the tour
got closer to the tower of waste, a musty pungency permeated the air. The stink was not a good sign. Too
much contamination from food makes products difficult to recycle. It can also make the recycling plant’s ma-
chinery dirty. For these and other reasons, close to a third of the pile waiting to be recycled will likely end up
heading to the landfill instead.

workers hope to educate city residents on how to sort
@ and prepare recyclables, reducing the amount of stuff
people put in blue bins that ultimately ends up being
sent to the landfill. Yet the staff's message extends be-
= yond proper sorting techniques: They want residents to
fundamentally rethink their reliance on disposable pack-
i aging. An ideal recyclable begins and ends for the staff
@ of the Santa Cruz Resource Recovery Facility at Dimeo
Lane when it does not exist at all.

Through a series of guided tours this summer, facility

: = Every kid who went through Santa Cruz elementary

“reduce, reuse, recycle.” Now a growing body of scien-
A mixed recycling truck unloads recyclables onto the tipping EIfIC tthIdence Z2h t.hIS E rtno tlo?{ger S(l:,llff‘l‘c Iefnt' T,here |s.a
floor at the City of Santa Cruz waste reduction depart- ourth, even more important, Rk-word, "refuse” — as In
ment. Credit: Kevin Painchaud / refuse to use the material in the first place, said Caylie
Soon, waste reduction assistant for the City of Santa
Cruz.

About 30% of waste that comes into the facility is not recyclable and bound for the dump, slightly less than
the 32% average nationwide. That percentage is relatively unchanged over time, Soon said, because while
more people than ever have made recycling part of their routines, there is more confusion about what is re-
cyclable.

Plastic bottles, jugs, jars, and tubs are recyclable. Everything else needs to be checked against the city’s
guide, said Soon. During the tour, Soon spots a tangled string of Christmas lights in the foothills of the
mountain of plastic and assorted waste. Christmas lights or garden hoses are the worst offenders of what
Soon calls “tanglers.” Long, discarded objects can wrap themselves around gears in the sorting machine and
force the entire operation to a grinding halt.

Some of the problem of too much recycled material ending up in the dump stems from what is known in the
recycling world as “wishcycling,” where people throw everything into the blue bin to feel better about them-
selves, Soon said. Wishcycling costs the industry $300 million a year, according to the California Manage-
ment Review.

Plastics like clamshells — thin plastic takeaway containers that snap together — and cosmetics bottles are

the most commonly wishcycled objects. One would think they are recyclable, but since the clamshell materi-

al is treated differently during the manufacturing process, they can end up weakening the end product when
continued on next page



https://www.santacruzca.gov/Government/City-Departments/Public-Works/Resource-Recovery/Recycling-and-Waste-Reduction/Recycle-Right-Workshop
https://www.santacruzca.gov/Government/City-Departments/Public-Works/Resource-Recovery/Recycling-and-Waste-Reduction/Recycling-Guide
https://www.santacruzca.gov/Government/City-Departments/Public-Works/Resource-Recovery/Recycling-and-Waste-Reduction/Recycling-Guide
https://cmr.berkeley.edu/2023/05/america-s-broken-recycling-system/
https://cmr.berkeley.edu/2023/05/america-s-broken-recycling-system/

Issue 5
Page 5

Continued from previous page

reformulated and combined with other plastics. Clamshell plastic is not as big of a concern for the County of
Santa Cruz because it contracts out waste services to GreenWaste. GreenWaste is able to accept clamshells
because the company’s larger scale allows it to negotiate individual agreements with buyers even if there is
not a high price for that particular plastic on the broader market.

Some elements of what can be recycled and what can’t have less to do with science and more to do with
economics. A lack of demand from buyers on the international plastic market is one of the main reasons the
city won't accept clamshell containers, Soon told Lookout in an interview. The manufacturers that do take
the plastic are affected by supply volatility because of the irregularity in recycling practices, according to the
California Management Review study.

The city earns around $1.2 million a year from selling its sorted paper, glass, metal, and plastic. That in-
cludes money from the California Redemption Value (CRV), the state bottle recycling program, which com-
pensates the city through a direct payment for containers, according to Resource Recovery Superintendent
Guadalupe Sanchez. The remainder of the center’s $3.1 million annual revenue comes from fees paid to de-
posit recycling at the center. The Resource Recovery Center’s expenses were $2.7 million last fiscal year,
netting the city a slight annual profit, according to city spokesperson Ashley Hussey.

In recent years, state lawmakers have taken steps to reduce the amount of goods that end up in landfills.
California passed “extended producer responsibility” laws in 2022 for textiles, batteries, packaging, and mat-
tresses. The laws mandate all packaging material such as food wares like clamshells must be recyclable or
compostable by 2032.

Local Cancer Support -Mary Doherty

It is distressing to me how many friends and family have been diagnosed with cancer either a new cancer or
a re-occurrence of a previous cancer. Over many years I have used the resource that is The Bennett & Suzy
Katz Cancer Resource Center. The center offers the patient and their loved ones a place to get support,
providing access to information and services related to all aspects of cancer care. The staff includes oncolo-
gy certified nurses and patient navigators to help answer questions, coordinate care, and refer you to sup-
port services. Every program and service is offered free of charge.

Cancer Support Groups

The Katz Cancer Resource Center offers a number of oncology support services, including the foIIowmg sup-
port groups—currently offered via ZOOM and in person. :

e Advanced/Metastatic Cancer
e Bone Marrow Transplant

e Cancer

e (Caregiver

e Lymphedema The Katz Cancer Resource Center is asso-

e Prostate Cancer ciated with Dignity Health, but all support
groups and programs are offered free to

Other Support Programs/Classes the community. The Katz Cancer Resource

e Chemotherapy 101 Center is located inside of: The Mary &

Richard Solari Cancer Center, 3150 Mission

* Quimoterapia 101/Radioterapia 101 Drive, First Floor, Santa Cruz, CA. They are

o Creative Expression Through Art open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. -
e Eating Well Through Cancer 4 p.m. by appointment only. For more
e Gentle Yoga information about the Katz Cancer Re-

source Center, call (831) 462-7770.

e Look Good Feel Better
o Fireside Chat (various topics and speakers)



https://calrecycle.ca.gov/epr/
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/epr/
tel:831-462-7770

Work begins on Watsonville’s ‘crown jewel’
By Todd Guild in the Pajaronian May 8, 2026

[§ Watsonville leaders, state officials, and community members gathered Thursday af-
ternoon at City Plaza to celebrate the start of a long-awaited revitalization project
aimed at preserving the historic downtown gathering place while expanding its use
for future generations.

"8 The project, which city officials said is expected to take about a year to complete in
3 two phases, will renovate the plaza’s historic gazebo and fountain and add new
amenities including a permanent stage, public art, seating areas, and ADA-
accessible pathways. Deputy City Manager Nick Calubaquib called the plaza “the
heart of the city,” noting it has hosted cultural celebrations, rallies, markets, and

BACK THEN. This 1900
photograph shows
Watsonville Plaza with
what was Third Street
(now East Beach
Street) at left. (photo,
Pajaro Valley Historical
Association)

The first phase of construction will focus on restoring the historic gazebo and fountain and upgrading electri-
cal infrastructure. That work is expected to take five to six months. A second phase, projected to last anoth-
er eight to nine months, will include construction of a new permanent stage, expanded seating and picnic
areas, public art installations and other improvements designed to support the more than 20 annual events
held at the plaza.

The project received $3.35 million through California’s Proposition 68 Statewide Park Program grant, along
with local funding through Watsonville’s Measure R parks initiative, officials said.

George Romero of the Pajaro Valley Historical Association said the plaza has been central to Watsonville life
for 166 years and has evolved alongside the city itself.

“The plaza has served and continues to serve Watsonville well, providing a place for speeches, for rallies, for
concerts, for protests, for festivals, for markets,” Romero said. Romero also reflected on the generations of
residents who have gathered there, noting the many languages spoken at the plaza over the years, includ-
ing Spanish, English, Chinese, Japanese, Tagalog, Zapotec, and Mixteco.

Representatives from the offices of U.S. Rep. Zoe Lofgren and state Sen. John Laird also attended the cere-
mony, along with California State Parks officials, who praised the project as an exam-
ple of community-driven investment in public spaces. Construction is expected to begin
immediately.

NEW ART-- This artist’s drawing shows one of four large sculptures designed by Wat- &=
sonville artist Kathleen Crocetti—with input from the community — planned for installa- &=
tion in the plaza. (Tarmo Hannula/The Pajaronian)
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The Teen Kitchen Project — sy Dena Taylor

Seven pre-cooked meals delivered to your door every week by a cheerful volunteer! Tasty meals ready to be
heated up. Of course, I had to be eligible for this service by spending time in a hospital (major surgery) and
having one of TKP’s qualifying conditions (cancer).

The Teen Kitchen Project, unique to Santa Cruz, serving clients from Bonny Doon to Watsonville, delivered
over 175,00 free meals to 1,000 households last year. These meals are prepared by Santa Cruz County high
school students, who are learning food preparation and the importance of healthy eating. There are both paid
and volunteer positions available.

Non-teen volunteers are also needed at TKP! Afternoon weekday deliveries of meals are often done by retir-
ees. Check out their website (teenkitchenproject.org) for details on how to sign up.

The TKP is hosting their spring fundraiser “An Evening in the Garden” on Wednesday, May 20, from 5-7:30
at Home Restaurant (3101 North Main Street) in Soquel. Chef Brad Briske and his team will be preparing a 4-
course family style dinner with wine. Cost is $175 per person and all pro-
ceeds from the event support their Teen Chef and Meals Programs. Check
their website for more details.

THE GORDON LAW GROUP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

2 anohymous |
This month’s
C h a p ter 009 newsletter sponsored
in part by:
m embers \ / 1885 THE ALAMEDA SUITE 210

SAN JOSE, CA 95126

TEL: (408) 286-1351
FAX: (408) 503-0954

THEGORDONLAWGROUP@GMAIL.COM
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If you're not already receiving this newsletter via emaill, please consider doing so! It will save our chapter
considerable money each month by reducing the printing and mailing costs. Just let me know. We want to
hear from you! Please email your letters to the editor to me at detaylor@cabriflo.edu or send to RPEA, P.O.
Box 413, Capitola CA 95010.

HOW WE SPEAK IN
CALIFORNIA &=

YOU MIGHT HEAR THIS WE REALLY MEAN THIS g
H

ALIFORNIA.

Traffic’s not bad
Dude

Taco truck

R Going to Tahoe
Gomg to the snow
Earthquake weather
Sunset

| ella == Very. Extremely.
| The 101 =) A freeway. Yes, we say ‘the’.
1 The 405 => Traffic with a road underit. NO SPEED LIMIT -
| June Gloom ==  (Cloudy beach morning. Wait it out. -— ON OPINIONS, F.
. Marine layer ==p  Gray now, sunny later. Bring a hoadie. _TRAFHC 0R SUNSH\N =
| Microclimate = Different weather ten minutes away. |
. The Bay = The Bay Area. No explanation needed. |
NorCal =  Northern California identity. '
; - SoCal ==  Southern California identity. 1
E:- | PCH : = Highway 1 with scenic distractions. |
[ . It'sonlyanhouraway = Could be two or three with traffic. i
, == \
-y
*
=t
-
=
=y

It is survivable today.
Greeting, warning, noun, or full sentence.
A very good decision.

Weekend mission. Pack layers. e
Mountains today, beach tomorrow. =
Probably not real, but we say it anyway. &
Everyone stops to take a photo.

" WELCOME T0 CALIFORNIA - |
WHERE WE SAY ‘THE 5,

THE WEATHER CHANGES BY ZIP CODE,
_AND THE TRANSLATION IS AUTOMATIC.
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